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Appendix 1 

Dissertation Regulations 

Group work 

The following reguations apply only when the dissertation is being developed. 

Principle 

The increase in work to reflect the work done by a group rather than by one individual is based on a 

ratio according to the number of students.  

Regulations 

1. The ratio principle will apply on an overall increase of 3000 words per student added in the 

group. For example: if the group is made up of 3 students, then the students have to submit a 

dissertation of 16,000 words (+/- 10%) worked out as follows: 1st student 10,000 words + 2nd 

student = 3,000 words + 3rd student = 3000 words = total of 16,000 words (+/- 10%). 

 

2. The ratio principle will not apply for: 

a. Introduction 

b. Conclusion and Recommendations 

 

3. The principle will apply to: 

a. Literature Review: this has to be in more depth and more extensive in order to reflect 

the work of more students than 1 according to the number of students. 

b. Methodology: this has to be longer and more in depth in view of a bigger sample as 

per regulation number 4. 

c. Results & Analysis: this has to be longer and more in depth in view of a bigger sample 

as per regulation number 4. 

 

4. The principle also needs to reflect in the sample used: 

a. Primary Data:  

i. Qualitative Approach: Usually the number of sample of interviews conducted 

is determined between the tutor and the student. Example: If it is determined 

for one student that 5 interviews are enough, every student who is 

participating in the dissertation has to conduct 5 interviews each.  
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ii. Quantitative Approach: Usually the number of questionnaires need to be 

reliable and valid. It might have been acceptable when a student doing a first 

degree does not manage to collect the full sample. When the number of 

students is more than 1 student, then the sample has to be collected in full 

(according to the expected margin of error and confidence level of 95%) and 

if the tutor feels that is increased, this is increased proportionally to reflect 

the work of all the students in the group.  

Mixed methods for joint dissertations are highly recommended. 

b. Secondary Data: whether it is quantitative or qualitative data, this has to be 

proportionally increased according to the number of students and this has to be 

multiplied according to the number of students. This will be at the discretion of the 

tutor. 

 

5. Apart from the above requirements, every student has to write a 500-word reflection which 

need to include: 

a. what s/he has learnt from the group work; 

b. what parts of the dissertation have been developed by that particular student;  

c. the contribution towards the research of that particular student; 

d. the strengths and limitations when working as group; and 

e. how difficulties were resolved within the group. 

The self-reflection should be included in the appendices of the dissertation.  The self-reflection 

carries 10% of the global mark.  

6. Peer review within the group before submission to ensure not only the quality but also the 

cohesiveness of the integrated sections written by different students.  

 

7. Although this is a group dissertation, the marking shall still be individual marking and not all 

students within the same group might get the same mark. The tutor when marking has to add 

comments about the contribution of the students and marks should differ if there has been 

different levels of contribution from the students within the group. 
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